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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure does not commence on a separate sheet in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1 .52(b)(4). A new abstract of the disclosure is required and 
must be presented on a separate sheet, apart from any other text. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It is unclear from the drawings and the specification what the 
applicant regards as the throughput regulator or the throughput limiter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1, 2 and 6-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent 6,126,093 to Grether et al. (Grether et al. '093). 
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As to claim 1 , Grether et al. '093 discloses a plumbing spout device comprising a 
mounting sleeve (5), which is connected to a water spout of a plumbing water spout 
fitment (see column 6, lines 63-65) via a screw, clip, detent, adhesive, or weld 
connection, and also with a jet-regulating device (1), with an attachment screen (22) 
being connected upstream of the jet-regulating device in a direction of flow and with the 
jet-regulating device being provided as a perforated plate (see column 6, lines 66 and 
67 and column 7, line 1) and having a perforated area at least in a partial region thereof, 
an outflow-side jet-regulating device is arranged on a spout-side sleeve end region of 
the mounting sleeve and the jet-regulating device is formed in one piece on the 
mounting sleeve (see column 7, lines 58-64). 

As to claim 2, Grether et al. '093 discloses a screen-like or grating-like insert part 
or functional element (19) is connected between the attachment screen and the jet- 
regulating device. 

As to claim 6, Grether et al. '093 discloses the attachment screen directly 
contacts a supply side of the jet-regulating device at least with an outer edge region 
thereof (see Figure 6). 

As to claim 7, Grether et al. '093 discloses the attachment screen has a conical 
shape (see Figure 6). 
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As to claim 8, Grether et al. '093 discloses a housing neck (23; see Figure 6) 
connected downstream of the jet-regulating device on the outlet end of the spout device 
is provided for forming a jet. 

As to claim 9, Grether et al. '093 discloses the jet-regulating device is connected 
to the mounting sleeve via a weld, adhesive, clip, or screw connection (jet-regulating 
device is clipped in using a ring flange on the mounting sleeve and a spacer). 

As to claim 10, Grether et al. '093 discloses the spout device has a contoured 
outer outline and/or a contoured outflow end side (see contoured outer outline in Figure 
1a), which is embodied as a tool attachment surface for a tool insert. 

As to claim 1 1 , Grether et al. '093 discloses the outflow end side of a spout 
device has contouring formed from end-edge projections and recesses (see Figure 1a), 
such that the recesses of the spout device held in a spout fitment are used as tool 
attachment surfaces for the projections of another spout device that can be used as a 
tool insert (recesses in outer contour can be used to attach a tool insert). 

As to claim 12, Grether et al. '093 discloses the perforated area of the jet- 
regulating device formed as the perforated plate has a honeycomb-like structure (see 
column 7, lines 1-4). 
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As to claim 13, Grether et al. '093 discloses the perforated area of the jet- 
regulating device is divided by approximately radial longitudinal walls and approximately 
concentric peripheral walls into approximately circular segment-like throughput holes 
(see Figure 7). 

As to claim 14, Grether et al. '093 discloses the spout device is embodied as a jet 
regulator, jet disrupter, or flow straightener (see abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 6,126,093 to Grether et al. '093 in view of US Patent 6,152,182 to Grether et al. 
(Grether etal. '182). 

As to claim 3, Grether et al. '093 discloses the claimed invention above except 
for the attachment screen being connected directly upstream of the jet-regulating device 
without an intermediate connection of other installation parts or functional units. 

However, Grether et al. '182 discloses an attachment screen (15) connected 
directly upstream of a jet-regulating device (6) without intermediate functional units for 
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the purpose of having the fluid flow go through the jet-regulating device immediately 
following the attachment screen. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to have made the device of Grether et al. '093 with the 
attachment screen connected directly upstream of the jet-regulating device as taught by 
Grether et al. '182 in order to have the fluid flow go through the jet-regulating device 
immediately following the attachment screen. 

8. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 6,126,093 to Grether et al. '093 in view of US Patent 6,513,731 to Griffin et al. 
(Griffin et al.). 

As to claim 4, Grether et al. '093 discloses the claimed invention above except 
for the mounting sleeve carrying an external thread, which is adapted to be screwed in 
an internal thread on the water spout of the plumbing spout fitment. 

However, Griffin et al. discloses a mounting sleeve 12 carrying an external thread 
(30) for the purpose of mounting the device onto a water spout (see column 2, lines 20- 
21). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to have added threads to the device of Grether et al. 
'093 on the exterior of the mounting sleeve as taught by Griffin et al. in order to mount 
the device to a water spout. 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US Patents 5,769,326 to Muchenberger et al. and 6,902,123 to 
Grether et al. show spouts with cone shaped attachment screens and jet-regulating 
devices. US Patent 5,467,929 to Bosio discloses an attachment screen directly 
upstream of a jet-regulating device. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RYAN REIS whose telephone number is (571)270-5060. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00am to 6:00pm 
EST. 

11. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Len Tran can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 84. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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